
 

March 7, 2021 

The Gathering 

Prelude “Saraband for Easter” Herbert Howells 

Welcome and Announcements  Krista Valentine, Elder 

Call to Worship Betty Kreger, Lay Leader 

L: We walk in the Light! 

P: For Christ is Risen! 

L: We walk in the Light! 

P: For death could not hold Him down! 

L: We walk with the Light! 

P: For the risen Christ stands among us! 

All: Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah! 

Opening Hymn “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” No. 229 (1,4)

Opening Prayer Betty Kreger 

Passing of Our Presence  Video Presentation 

Children’s Moment  Arlene Stauffer, Elder 

Special Music “Amazing Grace, Amazing Love” E. Rentz 
 Chancel Choir with Sheila Kirkpatrick accompanying 

 

 

 



The Reading and Proclamation of the Word 

Introduction to Scripture: 1 John 1:1-2:2 NRSV  Rev. Lilly Freeman 

The First Letter of John was apparently addressed to a group of churches where “false prophets,” denounced 
as Antichrist, denied the Incarnation of Jesus, and caused a secession so substantial that the orthodox remnant 
was sadly depleted.  It was in this context that John testifies to God's eternal purpose in sending His Son into 
the world to be the sacrifice for sin and of the relationship between God, Jesus, and mankind.  John also tells of 
the blessings that true followers receive and the joy in fellowshipping with each other, which provides a 
connection to the Lord. 

The main themes of the epistle are love and fellowship with God. In it are described various tests by which we 
may ascertain whether or not communion with God is genuine and teaches that the proof of spiritual regeneration 
is a life of active righteousness. 

Scripture Reading: 1 John 1:1-2:2 NRSV  Rev. Lilly Freeman 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what 
we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 this life was revealed, and we 
have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to 
us— 3 we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that our joy may 
be complete. 5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie 
and do not do what is true; 7 but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word 
is not in us. 

2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

Sermon “Life, Light, Love” Rev. Lilly Freeman 

The Church in Prayer 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer  Krista Valentine 

Remembrance through Communion 

Invitation to Christ’s Table  Krista Valentine 

We come to the Lord’s supper together as children of our one God. Jesus makes the guest list not us. Our family, 
chosen by God, is gathered from west to east, and includes everyone, even the lowest and the least.  Jesus, 
when he was resurrected from the dead, revealed himself to his disciples in the breaking of bread around a table. 
May we see the face of God today as we come to the Lord’s supper. 

Communion Hymn “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” No. 254 (1,4) 

Prayer for the Bread and Cup/Words of Institution  Rev. Lilly Freeman 

Communion Response  Congregation 
By eating this bread and drinking this cup, 

 we proclaim Christ’s death, celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and await Christ’s coming again. 

 



Offerings Given in Response to Remembrance 

Moment of Stewardship Betty Kreger 

Stewardship is all about telling the story of God’s work and promises. But it’s also a celebration so that despite 
the craziness of the world around us, despite our fear and anxiety we know that we can still rejoice in this time 
of uncertainty.  We rejoice because God’s promises are true. God is with us. God is for us. God loves us always. 
Christian stewardship regards the obligation of Christians in managing and utilizing intelligently the gifts God has 
given. When we give joyfully we are shining God’s light back on the world.  Let us give generously as we have 
received. 

Offering Prayer  Betty Kreger 

Doxology  No. 50 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Sending Forth 

Invitation to Discipleship  Rev. Lilly Freeman 
  connect@fccponcacity.com 

Closing Hymn “Trust and Obey” No. 556 (1,4) 

Benediction  Krista Valentine 
Go Forth Now and… 

Be the fellowship of Jesus Christ, who shows us who God is. 
Dispense with generosity the never-ending Love, Light, and Life the Living Christ showers on you. 

In fellowship, seek to understand and walk in the Way of the Lord with one another. 
Go, make it so, with God's help. Amen! 

Postlude “Toccata in Seven” John Rutter 

 

The flowers are given to the glory of God in memory and  

celebration of Stan Ketcher by his wife, Joyce Ketcher. 
 
 
Greeters:  Marilyn Leming & Becky Abel 

AV Tech Team:  Karen Adams, Mike Morriss 

Sound Board:  Bob Jorgenson, Sheila Kirkpatrick, Marta Sullivan 

Organist:  Burton Tidwell 

Worship Planning Committee:  Chairman: Marta Sullivan; Members: Karen Adams, Diann Benson, Bob 
Corbin, Becky Davis, Rev. Kent Dorsey, Nancy Stevenson, Patti Ziegenhain 
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