
 

 

 
 
 
 

Greetings from Pastor Stephen 
Hi FCC Ponca City! 

I have been here for a little over a week and have 
really enjoyed it.  I think you have heard some things 
about me through the Search Committee and we had 
planned a time for you to have a more thorough 
introduction during the welcome luncheon on Sunday, but 
as you know we are postponing that until a later date.  It 
is a disappointment for sure, but I think it was a good 
decision to be cautious.  I sincerely thank Ron and the 
Council for being thoughtful in their approach to the 
situation.  I know it was not an easy decision to make. 

But you still want to get to know me, or at least that 
is what I have been told.  Though we won't be sharing a 
meal together, I do want to offer you an opportunity to ask 
me a few questions after worship.  If you would like to 
remain seated in the sanctuary we will have a quick Q&A 
session after the postlude.  Until then, I will try to throw 
out a few facts about myself that answer questions people 
often ask. 
 

 I grew up in Southwest Missouri in a town called 
Monett. 

 I have a grandpa and some aunts and uncles that still 
live in the area. 

 I have a brother who lives south of Nashville and my 
sister lives east of Memphis. 

 My mom passed away in 2013 and I don't have a 
relationship with my dad. 

 I am not married (divorced) and I do not have 
children. 

 I don't have any pets, but in the past have had fish, 
birds, cats, dogs, and horses. 

 No, do not bring me any pets.  Thanks for offering. 
 I have been a part of the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) since birth. 
 My first church position was as a pastoral assistant in 

2004.  I was ordained in 2007. 
 I attended seminary at Claremont School of 

Theology, which was in Los Angeles County at the 
time (I think they moved to Oregon). 

 I have served churches in Southern California, 
Eastern Washington, Northern Idaho, and most 
recently in Fayette, Missouri. 

 My favorite part about ministry is having 
conversations about scripture, God, faith, and life and 
seeing people grow over time (I grow, too). 

 Outside of ministry (and sometimes within) I love 
guitar.  I like to play and I hope to get started on 
building guitars soon. 

 I also enjoy looking through telescopes at the night 
sky. 

 I have a strong connection to Star Wars.  Science 
fiction in general is fun, especially when it involves 
time travel.  
 

Well, that will get you going on knowing about me.  I 
look forward to getting to know you.  Though we are 
getting a bit of a slow start, don't worry about it.  We have 
plenty of time.  Feel free to get in touch and we can find 
a safe way to visit. 

Take care and God bless,       
Stephen 

                                       

 
 
 
 
 

Report 
 

The graph to the left is a 
regular report from the 

Stewardship and Financial 
Resource Team showing 

how our actual year-to-date 
income to date compares 

to the projected year-to-
date budget.  Income data 

is gathered each Hump 
Day (Wednesday) prior to 

the publication of the 
newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

            First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
                      210 North Fifth Street

Ponca City Christian
Ponca City, Oklahoma 74601 

August 1, 2021 

Service Attendance 
July 25, 2021 

In-House 77 
Live On-Line 17 
Social Media Hits 127 

Disciples General Assembly 
(a Virtual Opportunity to connect, 

learn, worship, and imagine) 
August 7, 2021 

Legacy gifts from Paul & Betty 
Bunch can cover your registration.  

Call the office for details. 
 


